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Scientific Posters
Steven Hatch, MD
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December 2019
Principles of presentation are mostly 
the same as using PowerPoint
• Tell a story (if you can: people remember stories!)
• Use visuals to focus attention, not distract your 
audience
• Use text (more than PowerPoint) but keep it short! 
• Light backgrounds are generally better
• Aim for uniform columns (generally 3, maybe 4)
Here’s how not to do it

Here’s how to do it


Look at these 
graphs!
The 
conclusion is 
a bit wordy;
could use 
bullet points

